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JEANNETTE PEKARI FOUNDATION 

In the woods there lived year round, a 

short-haired Lab mix skinny dog.  He 

was attached to a heavy, rusted 6 

foot chain in back of his owner’s cab-

in, outside in all weather.  A prisoner 

with deep welts on his legs and signs 

of having been beaten on his back.  

He is typical of dogs in rural Quebec, 

hidden from public view by people 

wanting a  “watchdog”, not a pet.  

His back leg muscles were atrophied 

from lack of exercise.  He needed 

surgery on his infected leg wounds.  

Cruelty and indifference was all he knew, no pat on the head, no lay-

ing contentedly at his master’s feet inside where it was warm.  He just 

suffered, alone and unloved, with no hope, no attention.  One day he 

was noticed by people walking in the area who were horrified.  They 

enticed the old man to give them the dog, and he was brought to 

Gerdy’s.  Finn was off his chain for the first time in his life, a free dog.  He 

was given all the vet care he needed, surgery for his wounds, neu-

tered, vaccinated and tested for heartworm.  This “watchdog” was a 

gentle sweet boy indeed and appreciated the kindness he met in peo-

ple.  Soon he realized he was SAFE and was so happy!  He was even 

introduced to dog treats and he had never played in his life!  A WON-

DERFUL family was chosen for him when he recovered. 

 

There are still many Finns in Quebec.  Many not surviving our frigid win-

ters.  It is hoped that the Quebec government passes a law to ensure 

that no dog be chained up to live outside.  This will make it possible for 

these dogs to be seized by the authorities and their owner to be 

charged and the dog removed from the premises. 

 

NOTE:  We gave Finn his name.  He never even had a NAME.  He was 

just a possession, an object to serve a use without any compassion, in-

visible, suffering and ignored.  Finn is safe but many more are impris-

oned on chains.  That needs to STOP NOW.  It cannot wait! 

FINN UNCHAINED 

PETER PAN RETIRES FROM FLYING 

Gerdy got a call from a vet that PETER PAN (as we 

named him), a young cat about 8 months old, had 

fallen 7 stories from an apartment balcony and sur-

vived with a shoulder bone injury.  The owners did not 

want to pay for his surgery and left him to be eu-

thanized.  Gerdy took him over and authorized the sur-

gery.  We used Gerdy’s Facebook to raise funds for his 

surgery afterwards, $658 vet bill.  Peter Pan is happily 

ADOPTED and GROUNDED. 

 

GERDY FACEBOOK FUNDRAISING 

Sometimes funds are too low and the emergency is URGENT.  We used 

Gerdy’s Facebook to raise immediate vet funds.  All animals were  left 
at the vet.  Gerdy’s had the surgeries done with YOUR special dona-

tions to save their lives and ADOPTED into loving homes! 



Gerdy’s Newsletter 

After a VERY long time with Gerdy’s Rescues because of health issues with his ears, surgeries and 

treatments, Traveller was adopted by the kindest man ever!  Traveller is loved and so well cared 

for, with companion dogs to keep him company, long walks, and he is returning the affection 

shown to him ten-fold.  Not only an older dog, his heath was poor, yet Traveller had such a spirit 

that he’d conquer all and get himself a human soulmate.  Well he did just that, this indomitable 

dog recovered from everything life had thrown at him including abandonment onto the streets, 

he just never gave up optimism!  A great life lesson to us all, again this FANTASTIC dog was a re-

ject who overcame life’s adversities and never lost his love of humans, his trust, and brought hap-

piness with him wherever he went!  Given a chance by Gerdy’s, Traveller has shown us courage 

beyond measure.  Your donations made it possible, THANK YOU! 
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TRAVELLER - A HOME AT LAST!    

HOPPY IS OUR 2769th ADOPTION TO DATE 

15 year old HOPPY's 

owner went into a nurs-

ing home and she 

came to Gerdy’s.  Hop-

py is now enjoying her 

ADOPTION into a loving 

home where she is 

treasured and enjoyed!  

Senior cats ROCK! 

I69 FOUND HOMES in 2015!  

Gerdy’s Rescues placed 120 dogs and cats under 

our care plus 49 dogs and cats  by our COURTESY 

listings, thus successfully helping even MORE animals 

get adopted this past year.  

ROUGH DIAMONDS MAY SOMETIMES BE 

MISTAKEN FOR WORTHLESS PEBBLES  

Choose a dog or cat not by looks or preconceived 

ideas, but by what your heart tells you to do.  Don't 

ignore the old dog or cat because you can’t bear 

loss again, but because you DID bear it; you have 

something precious--your time and love--to give to 

an old dog or cat who needs you because you did it 

before so well. You gave your heart. It takes courage 

to take a senior but see not the time left but the time 

for the opportunity to love another who desperately 

needs you.  By giving of ourselves, we receive so 

much more. 

You can turn your vehicle donation into generous dollars 

to support Gerdy's Rescues & Adoptions!  Working on our 

behalf, Donate a Car Canada will accept your vehicle 

for donation -- running, or not!  Old or new!  There is no 

cost to you, and the process is incredibly Easy!   Donate a 

Car Canada will facilitate all aspects of your car dona-

tion from the pick up to the final sale, ensuring that your 

vehicle will be sold for the highest sale outcome possible.  

They will then forward the net proceeds on to us here at 

Gerdy's Rescues & Adoptions and we will send you a tax 

receipt!  Accepting Vehicle Donations in Every Province. 

To donate phone Toll Free: 1-877-250-4904 

RESCUE VS PET STORE OR INTERNET SALES OF PUPS 

Are you supporting the use of dogs kept in small cag-

es, in filth, with only ONE purpose in life - to produce 

litter after litter to profit the puppy mill or stores selling 

the pups?  Puppy mill parents are not kept as loved 

family members, the pups are bred for money.  There 

are companion dogs sitting at Shelters and Pounds 

waiting for a loving homes.  Many won’t find a home 

because they are passed over for one of these pup-

pies.  Don’t use the excuse “I wanted a purebred so I 

know what I’m getting”.  GO to the Rescue or Shelter 

and see EXACTLY what you will be getting in a grown 

dog! 
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COMMON FOODS THAT ARE TOXIC TO YOUR PET  

INVISIBLE MONSTERS IN YOUR PET’S BOWL? 

by Laura Simpson 

If you simply top off your pet’s water dish, you could be 

creating a monster that will attack your pet from the in-

side out.  Many of us are guilty of simply refilling the water 

bowl when it gets close to empty, but the water that sits 

around will form a slimy residue that hosts dangerous bac-

teria and fungus that can begin to grow. Some pet guard-

ians may not even notice that their pet will start shying 

away from a dirty water bowl and become mildly dehy-

drated or, worse yet, seek water from unsafe areas in-

doors or out.  And what about the food dish? No, licking 

the bowl ‘clean’ isn’t a possibility. Please be kind.  

 
Plastic Bowls Are a Bad Idea 

Food and water dishes should be made from stainless 

steel, heavy glass or ceramic and should be washed daily. 

Plastic dishes may contain a hazardous substance called 

BPA which leaches into your pet’s water and is a known 

carcinogen. This can break down further in the dishwash-

er. Plastics also absorbs odors and become unpleasant to 

a pet’s sensitive sense of smell. 

 
Three Best Ways To Wash Your Pet’s Bowls Daily 

If you have bowls that are already beyond salvaging, why 

not start fresh with a new set of bowls and choose from 

one of these easy daily washing techniques. 

1. Run them through the hottest cycle of the dishwasher 

to get them really clean and sterilized. 

2. Wash and thoroughly rinse with dish detergent and a 

clean abrasive sponge to release all organic material 

from the sides of the bowls. 

3. Try scrubbing with a mix of equal parts baking soda, 

salt and warm water. 

Here is a list of common foods that can be dangerous, tox-
ic or even deadly to your pet: 

 Avocados 

 Caffeine (Coffee, tea, colas, energy drinks, dietary pills or 
anything else containing caffeine) 

 Candy (especially ones that contain the toxic sweetener 
Xylitol)  

 Cherry, Apricot and Peach pits, Grapes and Rhubarb 
leaves, Apple Seeds 

 Chives 

 Chocolate 

 Compost 

 Currants and Raisins 

 Fatty Foods (fast food leftovers, junk food or foods 
cooked in grease) 

 Garlic  

 Gum (can cause blockages and sugar free gums may 
contain the toxic sweetener Xylitol) 

 Hops (used in home beer brewing) 

 Liver (Small amounts of liver are OK, but eating too much 
liver can cause vitamin A toxicity) 

 Milk and dairy food 

 Mouldy foods 

 Mushroom plants 

 Nutmeg  

 Nuts (especially Macadamia and Walnuts) 

 Onions (in all forms – powdered, raw, cooked, or dehy-
drated) 

 Raw egg, fish or meat (may be contaminated with vari-
ous pathogens, including Salmonella and E. coli bacteria 
that are often responsible for food poisoning) 

 Salt 

 Table scraps (Fat Trimmings and Bones) 

 Xylitol (artificial sweetener toxic to pets – can be found in 
candy, gum, toothpaste, baked goods, and some diet 
foods) 

 Unbaked bread or yeast dough    

IN PRAISE OF ADOPTING AN OLDER DOG OR CAT 

The privilege of loving an older dog or cat means possibil-

ity of a painful loss sooner than later.  But life offers no 

guarantees either!  Quality of time together matters so 

much more than quantity.  BE A HERO - you are fighting 

for the value & beauty of life at all ages and stages.  By 

choosing an older animal YOU are saving a life.  It is hero-

ic to see beauty and love where others don’t even bother 

looking.   You are giving the chance to live out the rest of 

his or her life with dignity and love.  Older dogs can be 

already trained but they can be more inclined to please 

you if not.  What you see is what you get!  You can pick 

size, personality, activity level, sweet or sassy!  Dogs or 

cats who have been uprooted from their happy life or a 

poor start are more likely to deeply bond with their new 

people.  Once attached to their new people they seem 

to know life has begun anew in security.  They know what  

life on the streets, or being at the end of a chain or worse 

is all about.  They revel and blossom in a nurturing, loving 

environment.  Most rescues make exceptionally and ex-

tremely loyal companions. 


